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SECURE Act and New Plans 

 
 

The Setting Every Community Up for Retirement Enhancement (SECURE) Act was 
passed in December 2019 and made policy changes that will impact the adoption of new 
defined contribution plans and defined benefit plans. Here are the new plan deadlines for 
2020 and beyond. 

 
Start-Up Safe Harbor Plan: October 1st 

 
This deadline has not changed. If an employer does not currently sponsor a retirement plan 
and is interested in starting a safe harbor 401(k) plan, the deadline is 90 days before year 
end. That means October 1, 2020 to install a new safe harbor plan for this year. 
 

Adding Safe Harbor Provisions for 2020: Dates vary 
 
If the client already sponsors a 401(k) plan and is looking to add a safe harbor provision, 
there are now different deadlines depending on the safe harbor provisions. 
 

 Safe Harbor Match: The deadline to add a safe harbor match remains unchanged at 
30 days before the start of the plan year. An employer has until December 1, 2020 to 
add a safe harbor match for 2021. 

 
 3% Non-Elective Safe Harbor: A plan sponsor has until 30 days before the end of 

the plan year to add a 3% non-elective safe harbor provision. That is December 1, 
2020 for calendar year plans. 

 
 4% Non-Elective Safe Harbor: If the plan sponsor misses the 3% safe harbor 

deadline above, there is a new option available. They can now add a safe harbor 
non-elective provision up to the last day of the following plan year if the plan sponsor 
is willing to contribute 4% of pay instead of the 3%. So, they have until December 
31, 2021 to add a 4% non-elective safe harbor provision to their plan for 2020. 

 
Profit Sharing or Defined Benefit Plans: 

Due date of business tax return plus extensions 
 
An employer can now set up a plan, and make deductible contributions, until the due date of 
the employer’s 2020 tax return plus extensions. It is important to note that this only applies 
to employer contributions, as it is not possible to make 401(k) deferrals retroactively to the 
previous year. This extra time provides a great opportunity for companies to achieve some 
additional tax savings right at the time they realize it the most …. as they are looking at a 
large tax payment due to the IRS. 
 
We think the SECURE Act offers qualified plan opportunities and a little reprieve from the 
effects of potential procrastination. NH Hicks is always here to help our advisors and clients. 
 

 
 

 


